io4              THE CITIES OF SPAIN
' The long-winded Junta delivered their opinions and
fell at last upon this result: that his Catholic Majesty for
the satisfaction of S. Peter, might oblige himself in that
behalf of England for the performance of those Capitula-
tions which related to the Roman Catholics in that
Kingdom; and in case of non-performance, then to right
himself by war; since that the matrimonial articles were
solemnly sworn to by the K. of Spain and His Highness,-
the two favourites, our two Ambassadors, the Duke of
Infantado and other Counsellors of State being present:
Hereupon the eighth day of September next is appointed
to be the day of Desposorios, the day of Affiance or the
Betrothing-day . . . But there is an unlucky Accident
hath intervened, for the King gave the Prince a solemn
visit since, and told him Pope Gregory was dead, who
was so great a friend to the match . . , The Prince
answered and pressed his necessity of his speedy return
with divers reasons ; he said there was a general kind of
murmuring in England for his so long Absence, that the
King, his Father, was old and sickly, that the Fleet of his
Ships were already, he thought, at Sea to fetch him, the
winter drew on, and withal that the Articles of the Match
were signed in England, with this Proviso, that if he be
not come back by such a month they should be of no
validity. The King replied that since His Highness was
resolved upon so sudden a departure, he would please
to leave a Proxy behind to finish the Marriage, and he
would take it for a favour if he would depute Him to
personate him; and ten days after the Ratification shall
come from Rome the business shall be done, and after-
wards he might send for his Wife when he pleased, The
Prince rejoined that among those multitudes of royal
Favours which he had received from His Majesty this
transcended all the rest; therefore he would most will-
ingly leave a Proxy for his Majesty, and another for Don